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To the READER. 


The following Diſcoumſe was never intended for the 
preſs, and nothing but the miſrepreſentations that have 
circulated concerning it, and the duty I ove to myſelf and 
others in wvindication of the peaceable truths it contains, 
could have induced me to have laid this before the 
Public. 

As I believe every part of it to be truly ſcriptural, I 
can make no apology for it. | 

T ſhall only requeſt the candid reader to excuſe ſome 
things in the manner of it, as I find myſelf bound exafly 
to follow my manuſcript in the political part, that they 
who wiſh to ſatisfy themſelves concerning the charges 
againſt it, may compare the ſermon and judge fer 
themſelves. | p 

T he other part which contains the moſt important di- 
vinity, I have taken the liberty to enlarge,- and hope it 
vill prove a bleſſing to ſome. 8 

As this ſermon avas preached on a particular occaſion, 
evhich accounts for my having wrote the manuſcript 
before; ſo it became neceſſary to add a fea notes to certain 
parts of it, which I have accordingly done at the bottom 
of thoſe pages that require it. | 


Since the publication of my Addreſs, I obſerve a little 


miſtake which I then made in the time of certain meetings 
mentioned therein: this I apprehend is of no material con- 
ſequence, eſpecially as it is acknowledged to be a m1/take. 
STOCKPORT, 
November 18, 1796. 
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| 1. Pet. ii. 17. 
Honour all men. Love the brotherhood... Fear God. 
Honour the king. 


URE religion has never appeared ſo excellent to 
angels or men, as when it has been diſplayed in 

univerſal love to God and all mankind; and the re- 
verſe of this has ever been the peſt of all civil and 
religious fociety. 'They are ſpoken of as ſuch, who 
despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.. And are 
faid to be they, who ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, 
having not the ſpirit. Jude 8, 19. But leaving 
theſe as the moſt unhappy of all men; we come to- 
them, who love the brotherhood, who fear God, 
and honour the king. And theſe are addreſſed by the 
apoſtle in the context as follows; ver. 13, 14, 15, 16, 


Submit yourſelves to every ordinance of man for 


the Lord's ſake: whether it be to the king, as ſu- 
me: or unto governors, as unto them that are 
ent by him for the puniſhment of evildoers, and for 


the praiſe of them that do well. For ſo is the will 


of God, that with well doing ye may put to ſilence 
the ignorance of fooliſh men : as free, and not uſing 
your liberty for a cloak of maliciouſneſs, but as the 


ſervants of God”. Honour all men. Love the bro- 


therhood. Fear God. Honour the king. Honour- 
ing all men, as mentioned in the text, reſpects the 
civil and courteous behaviour due to every man, but 
particularly to magiſtrates. Loving the brotherhood, 

reſpeCts the affectionate behaviour of chriſtians to- 
wards each other. Fearing God, and honouring the 


king, are the two points which I intend to enlarge 
upon. 


I. Fear God. This ſhort exhortation inforces 
the whole of religion, both as it reſpects the worſnip 
of God, and a general regard to all his laws: and 
Solomon urged this as ſuch in thoſe comprehenſive 
words, Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: 
Fear God, and keep his commandments ; for this is the 


qwhole duty of man. Hence the fear of God ſhould be 
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rightly underſtood by all, ind conſidered as a true, 
genuine principle in the heart, that is ever productive 
of the molt amiable fruits of righteouſneſs, in the 
life and converſation of thoſe who poſſeſs it. 

1. Fear, as a paſſion in the foul is common to 
all human beings, and the fear of God in the minds 
of unregenerate men is always the reſult of guilt 
and then it is ſlaviſn and ariſes from the dread of 
punithment: fo Felix feared, and trembled, when 
Paul reaſoned of righteouſneſs, temperance, and 
judgment to come. It 1s probable that St. James 
fpoke of this when he faid, Thou believest that there is 


one God ; thou doeft well: 2 devils alſo believe, and 


tremble. The ungodly are afraid to meet their own 


hearts under the ſerious reflections of a future ſtate, 
and a "ge nag to come. But this ſlaviſh fear in 


them, 1s often overruled by the mercy of God, that 


they being moved thereby, may flee from the wrath 
to come! eſcape for their life, ſhun the paths of ſin 


and death, and really work out their ſalvation with 
fear and trembling. 

2. This fear always more or leſs attends thoſe 
whom the apoſtle denominates as being under the 
law; who are waiting for the kingdom of God. And 
they are ſaid to have the ſpirit of bondage to fear, 
and there is much cauſe to them why it thould be ſo. 
They have clear views of the nature, purity, and 
extent of God's holy law; they ſee how far they have 
come ſhort in every point, and that he 1s curſed who 


continueth not in all things which are written in the 


book of the law to do them. They ſee the juſtice of 
an holy God, and the terrors of God do [+ them- 
ſelves in array againſt them. They fear his wrathful 
indignation, becauſe they are guilty before him. 

They feel the impurity and corruption of their na- 
ture, and loath and abhor themſelves while they re- 
pent in duſt and aſhes. But their bondage to fear, 
is not only in conſequence of this view of their ge- 
neral depravity, for in this ſtate they are often 
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tempted to doubt the veracity of God to them, and 
to deſpair of his goodneſs and loving kindneſs, not- 
withſtanding all that he hath done and ſuffered for 
them: and while this is the caſe, they feel the truth 
of thoſe words, We are tied and bound with the 
chain of our ſins”, and nothing but the mighty 
power of God in the pitifulneſs of his great mercy 
can poſſibly looſe them. And this he graciouſly con- 

deſcends to do, by manifeſting his goodneſs, con- 

quering all their fears thereby, and enabling them to 

believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for ſalvation. In 
that moment they find redemption in his blood the 

forgiveneſs of all their ſins. Then is that gracious 
promiſe of the Father fulfilled in them, « Unto you 
that fear my name ſhall the Sun of righteouſneſs 
ariſe with healing in his wings; and ye ſhall go forth 


and grow up as calves in the ſtall”, 


3. They are no longer ſervants, but ſons of God, 
and becauſe they are ſons, God hath ſent forth the 
ſpirit of his Son into their hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father. The ſpirit itſelf beareth witneſs with their 
ſpirit, that they are the children of God. They are 
now delivered from the ſpirit of bondage, and are 
tranſlated into the kingdom of God's dear Son ; and - 


have peace and joy through believing in him. They 


have no longer a {laviſh fear of the juſtice of God, 
or a dread of future puniſhment for fin ; the love of 


_ God that is ſhed abroad in their heart, caſteth out 
this fear. But they now enjor an holy, filial fear of 
_ God, which is a guard to t 


| e ſoul in all times of 
danger and temptation ; and this is graciouſly fixed 
in the heart, for its preſervation againſt all the aſ- 
faults of the world or the devil : hence, when Joſeph 
was ſolicited to fin, he ſaid, How can I do this great 
wickedneſs, and fin againſt God ? So true it is, that 
by the fear of the Lord men depart from evil, and 
that in his fear is ſtrong confidence, becauſe it is a 
fountain of life, to depart from the ſnares of death ; 


and it is ſaid, The Lord taketh pleaſure in them that 


fear him, in thoſe that hope in his mercy. Vea, 
the angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them. There is no 
ſtate of grace to which we may arrive in this world, 
that will ſafely exempt us from the neceſſity of this 
fear. The apoſtle ſaw the neceſſity of guarding the 
believing Romans againſt ſuch a deluſion, when he 
ſaid, * Thou ſtandeſt by faith: be not high-minded, 
but fear: for if God ſpared not the natural branches, 
take heed leſt he alſo Fre not thee”. . 

4. But that which divine goodneſs hath fixed in 
the heart for its preſervation from all that is evil, 
will be a conſtant ſtimulation to all that 1s good. 
Accordingly we find that when Moſes was enforcing 
the divine commands, it was in this form, 'Thou 
ſhalt fear thy God, for I am the Lord your God. 
Wherefore ye ſhall do my ſtatutes, and keep my 
judgments, and do them; and ye ſhall dwell in the 
land in fafety. And when Joſeph would ſhew kind- 
neſs to his brethren, he aſſigned this as a cauſe, For 

A fear God. And wherever genuine piety is found, 
and is exemplified in acts of devotion towards God, 
and mercy and kindneſs towards men, we mult al- 
ways conſider it as the reſult of the true fear of God 
in the heart: and, theſe only are they who are righ- 
teous before God, walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances of God blameleſs. Happy then, is 
the man that feareth always. 5 fs 

II. But why is honouring the king immediately 

Tubjoined and recommended with the great duty of 
_ fearing God? | EX 
Firſt, Becauſe they who fear God ſhould be the 
moſt peaceable, kind, and affectionate of all men. 
Secondly, They ſhould be the moſt dutiful, and 
upright of all men, in every civil and religious obli- 
gation. And, | | . 

Thirdly, They ſhould be the moſt knowing of 
all men, in theſe religious and civil obligations as 
taught in the book of God. See in particular Rom. 
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xiii. 1.—8. „Let ty dul be ſubject to the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be, are ordained of God. Whoſoever 
therefore reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance 
of God: and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to them- 
ſelves damnation. For rulers are not a terror to 
good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be 
afraid of the power; do that which is good, and 
thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame: For he is the 
miniſter of God to thee for good. But if thou do 
that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the 
{word in vain: for he is the miniſter of God, a re- 
venger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 
Wherefore ye mult needs be ſubject, not only for 
wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake. For, for this 
cauſe pay you tribute alſo: for they are God's mini- 
ſters, attending continually upon this very thing. 
Render therefore to all their dues ; tribute to whom 
tribute 1s due, honour to whom honour”. | 

In this paſſage we learn two general things; 

I. That the appointment or place of kings, is the 
ordinance of God. By me kings reign and princes 
decree juſtice. And men muſt know, that the Moſt 
High ruleth in the kingdoms of men, and that he 
ſometimes ſetteth over them the baſeſt of men“, as 
his rod for their correction. Therefore chriſtians 
muſt not refiſt the civil power, it being the ordinance 
of God: and if they will reſiſt, they ſhall receive to 
themſelves damnation, (or condemnation). 

We learn, | of 

II. The duty of ſubjects to kings. Let every 
ſoul be ſubject unto the higher powers. This ſub- 
jection muſt be in all things lawful, in every thing 
required by the civil power, that can be done with a 
good conſcience; and this muſt needs be, not only 
for wrath, (for fear of the wrath of the civil power), 
but, in the fear of God, religiouſly for conſcience 
ſake: therefore the chriſtian is taught on this facred 


Dan. iv. 17. 
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principle to render to all their dues, cuſtom to whom 
cuſtom, fear to whom fear, and honour to whom 
honour. And never could any civil obligations be 
more ſacredly binding to any than theſe will appear 
to be to us, when we conſider the circumſtances 
under which the apoſtle wrote this epiſtle ; namely, 
at a time when Nero was emperor, who was one of 
the baſeſt wretches that ever ſat upon a throne, and 
if we contraſt this idea to one of the beſt kings upon 
the earth, under whoſe government we enjoy the 
moſt peaceable protection in all our civil and religious 
liberties; we mult feel the true force of the apoltle's 
exhortation to Fear God and honour the king. 

III. But how ſhould this duty be performed to- 


1. By cheerfully and peaceably ſubmitting to all 


the civil laws of the land: this is a duty we owe to 


God, to the king, and to the common community at 
large; as members of a great body of people in any 
nation owe a civil, peaceable relation to each other, 


by certain rules and laws to which they are all 


ſubject. "4s 


2. By paying tribute and cuſtom according to 
thoſe laws, with honeſty and uprightneſs, as a civil 


and religious duty we owe in common to the king and 


nation at large. Common morality requires this on 
every rational principle, for the ſupport of the civil 
power by which we are protected. But, leſt any 
religious character ſhould fink below this, it is ſa- 
credly commanded, Pay you tribute alſo : render to 
Ceſar the things that are Ceſar's; and unto God 
the things that are God's. Here is the literal and 


ſacred obligation, to render to all their dues, tribute 


to whom tribute is due, and honour to whom 
honour. | 
3. But this duty to the king as ſupreme, ſhould 

be done by ſpeaking reſpeCtfully of his perſon, and 
raying heartily for him. His office is ſacred : he 
is ſaid to be the miniſter of God to thee for good. 
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But if thou do that aha ” evil, be afraid; for he 
beareth not the ſword in vain: and he is to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil. As the civil mini- 
ſter of God then, we ought to venerate his perſon, 
and to pray moſt heartily for him, that the wiſdom 


of God may reſt upon him, and that the Lord may 


direct his council in every thing that may be for the 
peace of his kingdom and government. Hence the 
apoſtle exhorts that firſt of all, ſupplications, pray- 
ers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks be made for 
all men; for kings, and for all that are in authority; 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godlineſs and honeſty. 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 

4- But there may be times when we may be called 
to honour the king in another reſpect, namely, by 
declaring to the king that we are no enemies to his 
perſon or government. 'This may be when we are 


miſrepreſented to the king, as a people generally diſ- 
affected to his government, which I underſtand ſome 


demon hath done reſpeCting the body of Methodiſts 
in general : on which account, it has been thought 
highly expedient by many of our principal Preachers, 
that we ſhould addreſs his Majeſty as a body of people 


_ declaring unitedly our firm attachment to his perſon _ 


and laws. And here I would beg leave to obſerve, 


that this night ſix weeks ſince“, I took the opportu- 


nity of addreſſing you on the two acts then pending 
in parliament, the one for the better ſecurity of his 
Majeſty's perſon and government, the other for pre- 


venting certain ſeditious meetings that were ſuppoſed 


to be held in an unwarrantable way. I then obſerved 
that we had nothing to fear from the paſling of thoſe 
acts: we had always been protected in our religious 
liberties, and had enjoyed ſingular marks of his 


This was on the 13th of December, 1795. And my reaſon 
for doing this at the time mentioned was, the alarm and fear which. 
ſome of our brethren were in, that theſe Acts would extend to 
hinder many of their religious meetings held in different places, 
not yet regiſtered at the Biſhops' court, or at the Quarter Seſſions. 
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Majeſty's attention; in particular, the late one in the 
Weſt-Indies, when his Majeſty reverſed one of the 
acts paſſed in a certain iſland (namely, St. Vincent's“) 
that was deſigned moſt pointedly todeſtroy the liberty 
of the Methodiſts. Ireminded you then, that the Me- 
thodiſts had nothing to fear while they were good 
ſubjects to King George; and that I had never found, 


in al eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, or in any part of the ſacred 
_ writings, that true chriſtians, poſſeſſing the liberties 


we enjoy, ever interfcred with the civil powers, by 
any application of that kind whatever. On this 
yo I then adviſed you to have nothing to do with 
igning for or againſt them. But you have now a 
different circumitance before you, that of complying 
with a literal precept in the goſpel, to honour your 
king, by declaring your loyal attachment to his go- 


vernment and laws; and that too as a vindication of 


yourſelves from the vile aſperſions of any to the con- 
trary. And here you may all come forward to ſign 
this addreſs to his Majeſty, as ſuch, who truly fear 


God, and love to honour your king. 


by See the Arminian Magazine opt ws 1794, page 56. 
F Every one will fee that this advice reſpected the Acts then 


pending in Parliament, and they may recolle& alſo, that it was on 


Monday the ſeventh of the ſame month when many had gone over 


to Mancheſter to ſign a petition for Peace, but of this I had no 


knowledge till ſome days after, therefore could give no advice on 
that ſubjeR, if I had been ſo diſpoſed ; and how far this petition 
was connected with the other two, 1 have never yet enquired. 
Here I muſt obſerve that many of our reſpectable friends in 
London and in other parts, thought well to draw up an Addreſs 
to his Majeſty, expecting the Loyalty of the Methodiſts. This 
Addreſs had received many ſignatures in various parts of the king- 
dom, but before it had extended to half the Methodiſt body, many 
who approved of the ſpirit and deſign of the Addreſs, objected to 


dhe manner of doing it. Theſe objections were chiefly comprized 


in the following particulars : 

I. That as the members of the Methodiſt ſocieties had generally 
united their ſignatures on ſuch occaſions with the members of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, it was a new thing for them to do it as a 
diſtinct People. 

2. That if it was judged needful for them to do it as a diſtin 


people, it ſhould have been more generally agreed upon firſt by. 
the community at large. 
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[The Address being read, it was observed, 
In the diſcharge of a duty of this kind, we ſhould 
always remember to be deeply ſenſible of this impor- 
tant truth, that God has appointed the different ſta- 
tions of men, both m Church and State, for the 
good order of civil and religious ſociety, and the mu- 
tual concord and happineſs of mankind at large. 
The great depravity and diſorders of the human race 
by fins require theſe ſtations of civil authority, for 
the protection of the good, and the correction of 
the wicked. Therefore let all men admire and adore 
the divine goodneſs in this, as well as in other parts 
of his wiſdom and providence in the protection and 
government of the world in general. | 
L.aſtly, let the attention of every man be called to 
this one point, FEAR GOD. This will lead a man 
to forſake all fin. This will engage his heart to em- 
brace all that is good, and to have general reſpe& + 
to all the commandments and ordinances of God. 
Humbly ſeek unto God that this holy fear may be 
planted in your hearts. Conſider his greatneſs, his 
Juſtice, and mercy, and diligently uſe all thoſe means 
that may contribute to the ſalutary influence which 
ſuch reflections will cauſe upon the mind: ſo will it 
be productive of all good in our lives, and lead us to 
an happy readineſs to every good word and work. 
Which may our gracious Lord lead us into, for his 
name's ſake. Wu 


3. It was found that ſome of the expreſſions uſed in the addrefs 
were exceptionable to many. ay Y 

For theſe reaſons chiefly, it was thought beſt to decline pro- 
ceeding any further with it at that time, And I am happy to ob- 
ſerve, that I never heard of its being at all owing to any diſaffection 
in the Methodiſt body to the king or his government, 


= 


Directions were given where the Addreſs might be ſigned, when 
this caution was alſo added, © See that ye do it ſincerely and from 
your hearts; that none ſign a lie with their right hang”. 
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